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Back Online for’09 

This issue we kick off 
2009 with a massive 40- 
page preview of the new 
year's biggest Wii and 
DS games, starting on page 26. 
But before we get to that, l have 
an announcement! I’m happy to 
say that we’re leaving our lame 
placeholder website firmly be¬ 
hind in 2008. That’s right; we’ve 
finally got a new site! In fact, you 
can check it out right now at www. 
nintendopower.com. It’s nothing 
superfancy-we’ll likely tinker with 
it more at some point-butithas a 
cool feature that we’re all pretty 
excited about. From nowon, you’ll 
be able to get a sneak peek at each 
month’s biggest stories just as the 
issues start heading out to sub¬ 
scribers. You can download high- 
res sample pages from features, 
previews, news stories and more, 
or check out the Contents pages 
to see a list of everything that’s in 
the new issue. We hope you find 
the early look exciting, and check 
back every month for your first 
taste of the issue. Be sure to let us 
know how you like it! 




Chris Slate here, back 
once again to answer your 
letters between breaking 
New Year's resolutions. But 
first, this month's special 
request: tell me your 
favorite gaming moment of 
2008and how it impacted 
you. Send your stories to 
the address on p. 8, and 
we’ll print the best ones! 














































































































SPffo and (•1't-i'k l 
your own Neopet! 


together with friends! 


jltC© Neopia and 6lDS0 
countless puzzles 































The Thrill of the Chase 


This February, it’s a race to a date in Atari’s The Chase: Felix Meets Felicity on the DS. 
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Clash of the Titans 

The heroes of Square Enix's Blood of Bahamut are standing on the shoulders of giants. And the giants want them off, now. 
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THE DIFFERENCE IS NIGHT AND DAY 


U'N L.ErAlS 


©XBOX 360. UVE 







VIDEO GAME RENTALS 

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR 


START NOW FOR JUST $ 8.95 


PlayStation.E! 


# XBOX 360. 






Wii Channels 


Grease Is the Word 


Toilets? Flowerbeds? An aircraft carrier?? You’ll fix them all in Hudson’s 
quirky new WiiWare title Pit Crew Panic! 
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HI Wii Channels 


Have a Bad Day 

Telltale tells all about the making of 
Strong Bad’s WiiWare adventures. 































Wii Channels 


Fly over a mogul 
then launch a 
missile. You’re 
gunning for the 
gold in Hudson’s 
Snowboard Riot. 


DOWNLOAD STATION 


BRAIN 

CHALLENGE 


STRONG BAD EPISODE 3: 


















NINTENDO! 












Wii Channels 




DOWNLOAD STATION 



















A Pokemon Ranger's work is never done, but it's certainly rewarding! Even if you think you'yg explored 
everything there is to see in the land of Almia, there are new surprises in store! Pokemon Ranger: Shadows of 
Almia allows you to download very rare Special Missions by connecting to Nintendo® Wi-Fi Connection. These 
Missions allow you to embark on new adventures - and meet new Pokemon too! Enjoy your Special Mission 
stickers, and find out more about the first three Special Missions, available only for a limited time! 


Dnn'T miss hour chfuice to capture drrrrrii 

A new Special Mission featuring Darkrai called liberate the Tower!" is available December 
1 st, 2008 through January 31 st, 2009 on Ranger Net. To play this Special Mission, you'll 
need to play through the game until you reach the end. When you complete this Mission, you will be able to 
transfer Darkrai to your copy of either Pokemon Diamond or Pokemon Pearl (sold separately). The mysterious 
Darkrai cannot be caught in Pokemon Diamond or Pokemon Peart under normal circumstances, so don't miss 
this chancel Also on Nintendo Wi-Fi Connection. 

SPECIRL mission: REOOPER THE mRORPHU EOE! 

To play this Mission, you must advance through Pokemon Ranger: Shadows of Almia until 
you become an Area Ranger. When you complete the Mission, you'll be able to transfer the 
Manaphy Egg to your copy of either Pokemon Diamond or PokSmon Pearl (sold separately). It all starts when a 
young girl reports that her Happirry has gone missing.. 
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-SHELL-SHOCKER! 
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Wii MotionPlus 










InHALLENGEj 


te 1980’s, trapped in time 
Arino. Bummer, dude, 
lis retro game challenges - 

see leg warmers again. 
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SONIC AND THE 
BLACK KNIGHT 


Don’t mess with a hedgehog with a sword. Seriously;, King 
Arthur-or at least a corrupt, evil version of him—is going to 
learn that the hard way when‘:S<M#jB J summoned into his 
world (just as the Blu|f lur is in,the middle of a chili-dog 
feast, no less) ancMtie two gpilkip going bladedosbljade iff' 
Sonic and the Black Knight. 

























HDDS 










































"Extremely fun.. .1 really didn't want to put the DS down." 
- DESTRUCTOID 


IGN'S BEST OF E3 AWARD 

"BEST ARTISTIC DESIGN - DS GAME" 


lUP'S AWARD FOR BEST OF E3 2008 

"BEST DS GAME, RUNNER UP" 


















FROM A LEADER IN GAME DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 

UflilWtfEL 

SUMMER EXPERIENCE 



DigiPen Institute of Technology, recognized by the 
industry as a premier game development college, 
presents a two-week summer workshop series 
designed to introduce participants of all experience 
levels to the fundamentals of game programming, 
3D computer animation, game design and robotics. 


► 

► 

► 


Get an opportunity to tour portions 
of Nintendo of America 

Awesome after-school activites with game 
tournaments and guest industry speakers 

Explore the Developers Gallery where many 
local game companies will be showcased 


Find out more or sign-up for 
an online information session at 


WORKSHOpS.DIGiPEN.EDU 



J* DigiPen 

^■1 INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

5001 150th Ave NE, Redmond, WA 98052 
(866) 478-5236 • www.digipen.edu 
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OVERLORD MINIONS 


PUNCH-OUT!! 


MY WORLD, MY WAY 
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One of the biggest stories of 2009 will ui 
Nintendo DSi, the third iteration of the wild 
held. It will feature numerous new feature: 
DSi will play the same games as the DS 
system won’t be available in North Americ 
2009 (the exact date hasn’t been announct 
got our hands on the Japanese version, wh 
November (see the accompanying caption: 
Expect much more in-depth coverage i 
North American release date approaches. 



mans 




ARC RISE 
FANTASIA 


PERSONAL TRAINER: MATH 
PERSONAL TRAINER: WALKING 


INFINITE SPACE 


BOING! DOCOMODAKE 
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LITTLE KING’S STORY 

You might think being king means living a life of ease and luxury, but that’s not necessarily 
the case. Take Little King’s Story, fob example: you play a young lad who rules ove' the Alpoko 
Kingdom, but you have an empty treasury and a 100 percent unemployment rate, and the 
entirety of your domain consists of four citizens, three advisors, and three cows. Luckily, 
you’ve also got a magic crdwnuhat makes everyone do your bidding, so it’s up to you to 
command your townsfolk forgather valuables, fight enemies, build strudfifefj.and: generally 
expand your kingdom into a place of great people and great deeds. 

Though you’re always in the thick of the action, the gameplay is somewhat 
like Pikmin In that you don’t do the work yourself, but rather you make your 
followers do it for you by guiding them to the proper objectives. As you earn 
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OVERLORD DARK LEGEND 


AVALON CODE 


SIN AND PUNISHMENT 2 



52 





















Wishbone Flu 


Order via our Website 
or call Toll Free! 

1 1-866-899-4046 
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5DDS 


CURSED MOUNTAIN 





MAJOR MINOR’S 
MAJESTIC MARCH 


Created by the makers of PaRappa the.Rapper, 
Major Minor's Majestic March was supposed 
toibe out in late 2008 but was delayed until, 
early 2009, and now we’re hearing 
it rnight;Be\d!!ay,ea yet again. When • 
we last saw the game, ttie swing-the- 
remote-to-set-the-'t@jipogameplay 
was pretty furis-r-BUt we admire the 1 5 jm 
developers taking their time to^makeA 
sure everything turns put just right. We’re dig¬ 
ging the quirky settings and offbeat character 
designs, too. -aims h. 



HARRY POTTER AND THE 
HALF-BLOOD PRINCE 
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What Dreams 





* 

Namco Bandai’s fantastical, 
magical Klonoa makes his 
North American return, 
thoroughly enhanced and 
exclusively on Wii. It’s a 


dream come true for 
platforming fans. 



CHRIS HOFFMAN 


KLONOA 


ie original Klonoa: Door to Phantomile, released in 1998, 
as arguably the best platformer released foi the PlayStation 
Extremely polished game design and a unique sense of Whimsy 
helped the game succeed on so many levels; the majestic, drearn- 
inspired worlds were unlike anything players had experienced, while 3-D visuals and 2-D-style 
gameplay (commonly known as 2.5-D) combined the best of classic game-design sensibilities 
with modern technology. Perhaps most important was the compelling, almost addictive, core 
play mechanic-the ability to reach out and grab enemies using a Wind Bullet, then toss them 
as weapons at other foes, ride them into the sky, or boost off of them in midair to give Klonoa 
ijgfp game’s catlike protagonist) a unique twist on the traditional double jump. 


SDDS 
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DEADLY CREATURES 


LEGACY OF YS: 
BOOKS IS II 























RHYTHM 

HEAVEN 


HENRY HATSWORTH IN THE 
PUZZLING ADVENTURE 

fusion of Bejeweled-style puzzles and classic 2-D platforming. As you defeat enemies on the 
upper screen, they turn into blocks on the lower screen, where you must clear them before 
they rise as ghosts to seek revenge against Henry. A genteel British motif gives the game 
an infectious charm, and the boisterous Professor Hatsworth has to be an early favorite for 
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FINAL FANTASY 
CRYSTAL 
CHRONICLES: 
ECHOES OF TIME 


GHOSTBUSTERS: 
THE VIDEO GAME 

































MURAMASA: THE DEMON BLADE 




























/OTE! 


With another dozen months of gaming on the books, we reflect on 
the stylus-swooshing and remote-waving year that was 2008 . 
We’ve seen the rise of WiiWare, the return of Smash Bros., and 
the world-rocking dominance of the music genre, and have 
narrowed down the year’s top (performers. Now it’s your turn to 
weigh in on what titles best defined Nintendo game-playing in 
aught-eight. Use the list to the right as reference, then go online 
and let your voice be heard. 
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NaotoOshima 


Power 


Designing Sonic the 


Confidential 
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T he 16-bit wars might have gone very differently 
if it weren't for Naoto Oshima. After all, he’s 
the man responsible for designing one of 
gaming’s most recognizable heroes-Sonic the 
Hedgehog. Oshima has done a lot more than 
create Sega’s iconic blue mascot, however. In 
addition to working as a character designer, 
he’s filled the roles of game designer, director, 
and producer, and he’s contributed to some of 
the most beloved series in gaming, including 
Phantasy Star and NiGHTS. Despite a great deal 
of success as part of Sega’s renowned Sonic 
Team, Oshima left the group shortly after the release of Sonic Adventure 
to found a new studio called Artoon and work on fresh, original projects 
for a variety of systems. Eventually, Nintendo even tapped Oshima and 
his team to create Yoshi’s Island DS. Though he’s busy with his day-to-day 
responsibilities as president of Artoon, Oshima still finds time for creative 
endeavors; he recently worked on Majesco’s AWAY; Shuffle Dungeon. 
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and receive: 

3 Months Free of HBO & Starz 
1 Year of Cinemax for a penny 
$50 Credit on your first bill 
$175 More in FREE TV services! 


1 - 877 - 703-0181 
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Silly Capcom! Movie cash-ins aren’t 
supposed to be good. 




a crappy port of the arcade game 




























Get 12 issues for $19.95- 72% off the newsstand price! 
Additional gifts only $14.95- 79% off the newsstand price! 


■Height' 


Visit www.nintendopower.com/giftsub 

to access our easy-order form! 

Game trademarks and copyrights are properties of their respective owners. 

Nintendo properties are trademarks of Nintendo. © 2008 Nintendo. 











r COME 
AND STAY 
AWHILE . 


City Folk 












With a new Wii™ console 
and a copy of Animal 
Crossing™: City Folk, this 
month’s Grand Prizewinner 
is sure to be the talk of the 
town. The lucky winner will 
have everything necessary 
to move into a new abode, 
meet the quirky animal 
inhabitants, and even talk 
with friends using the Wii 
Speak™ accessory. 





Our five Second Prize winners will 
each receive one copy of Animal 
Crossing: City Folk for Wii-the 
most expansive, charming, and 
customizable Animal Crossing 
experience to date. 


TO EMTSRs Send us a postcard listing 
your full name, mailing address, phone 
number, and email address (if you have one). 
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Individual Health Plans Family Health Plans 
for as Low as for as Low as 
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Call 877-705-7373 

Get affordable, comprehensive 
health insurance with one fast, 
easy phone call. 

Mon - Thu 8am -11 pm EST 
Fri 8am - 8pm EST 
Sat 10am - 6pm EST 


v'** Top Rated Health Insurance Plans 
PPO, HMO, and HSA Eligible Plans 
\S” Affordable Alternative Options 


Ad provided by MediaBids.com. 1-866-236-2259. 
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IN-DEPTH REVIEWS OF ALL THE LATEST GAMES 



Will Rock 
Band 2 melt 
your face 
off? Turn 
the page 
to find out! 
(Pro-tip: Put 
on a welder’s 
mask first.) 













Rock Harder 
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NEXT MONTH 


An RPG explosion draws near! We’ll go in depth with all the role-playing 
epics coming to wii and DS, including Dragon Quest V, Arc Rise Fantasia, 
Fire Emblem: Shadow Dragon, and a few surprises. 






Uncover The SecketSj^H 
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elling releases from 
hem and do let us know. 


Thank you! 


Our goal is to preserve classic video game magazines so that 
they are not lost permanently. 


People interested in helping out in any capacity. 
Please visit us www.refromags.com 


is made from these scans, nor do we offer anything 
available from the publishers themselves. 
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